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TRUSTEES’ REPORT 


To the Honorable, the City Council of the City of New 
Bedford, Mass. 


The trustees present their seventy-ninth annual report 
to the City Council in the Report of the Librarian, which 
has been adopted by the Board. | 

Respectfully submitted, 
BOARD ORT ROS EBS, 


GrEoRGE H. TRIppP, 


Clerk of the Board, 


LIBRARIAN’S REPORT 


To the Trustees of the Free Public Library. 


For seventy-eight years the Free Public Library has 
served a useful purpose in the cultural life of this city. 
Starting in 1853, the library for forty-eight years had the 
invaluable services of Robert C, Ingraham, who as librarian 
served with enthusiasm, ability, and.a keen sense of values 
in giving this library a position among American libraries, 
which was greatly to the credit of the Librarian, the Trustees, 
and the citizens who ably supported his efforts. Beginning 
in a small way, by annual accretions it became an institution 
of which the city was justly proud. With the succeeding 
years, the accommodations were greatly overtaxed, so that 
thirty or forty years ago each Annual Report brought to 
the attention of the city authorities the need for larger, more 
commodious, and more suitable quarters. In 1906, by the 
happy incident of a fire in what was then the City Hall, the 
library was able, by the proper action of those interested in 
the welfare of the institution, to secure the City Hall as a 
nucleus for the library as we see it. today. 


By the munificent gift of the Potter Fund, the gift of 
Mrs. Sarah Kempton Potter, the book funds of the library 
were so enlarged that opportunity was given in the re- 
modelled building for greatly enlarging its activities, not 
only in the direct circulation of books, but in the facilities 
offered for broadening the work, so the library greatly bene- 
fited. In 1910, the year in which the move from the old 
building to the new was accomplished, the circulation of 
books was, in round numbers, 248,000; the books on the 
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shelves amounted to something over 129,000. In 1930, the 
books in the library number nearly 200,000, and the circula- 
tion 651,000. This does not tell the whole story as will 
be seen in the more detailed accounts of the various depart- 
ments of the library. 


The increase in book funds mentioned above, and the 
larger breathing space in the library building occupied since 
1910, has given opportunity for various lines of work hitherto 
impossible to carry out; lectures, book talks, which for a 
number of years have been given to the pleasure of the 
audiences which assemble in the Lecture Hall; the pro- 
vision for reading for over two-hundred school rooms, 
besides Junior High Schools and the deposit of books in 
the High School proper; the hospital service which has 
grown so that over 10,000 books are circulated among the 
patients at St. Luke’s; the broader and more efficient service 
in the branches: all. show the increased activities of the 
modern library. 


The Lecture Hall, and the other rooms available for 
that purpose, are constantly growing in favor. Last year 
there were 549 meetings held in this building, by 51 organi- 
zations. 


The first acquaintance many have with this institution 
is at the main desk, which might be called a “receipt of 
custom.” The past year has been extremely active, and 
has demanded the mental and physical energies of those in 
charge. On busy afternoons, the piles of books waiting to 
be discharged, the customers standing in line, give some idea 
of the activities at that desk. 


There is a waiting list which reserves books asked for 
by those who are not able to secure what they want when 
they want it. Last year there were 4,757 borrowers notified 
by telephone or postal card that books were waiting for 
them. Over 4,300 responded to the call and obtained the 
books. Overdue books recalled by postals were 6,953; by 
letters, 741; by messenger, 155. 
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There is a part of the library which in figurative 
language might be called the home of the troglodytes, or 
cave-dwellers. These people do active work on the books 
after they come from the book stores, and before they are 
put into circulation. They collate the books to see that they 
are perfect; they record all the data necessary to safeguard 
them; books are catalogued, cards made out, and the books 
are properly labelled, stamped, and made ready for the card- 
holders. This most necessary work is carried on without 
the view, or thought, of the public who take the books as 
they are delivered to them over the desk. 


The Reference Department notes that the Board of Com- 
merce has kindly given many directories to the library. In 
this department books on subjects of interest to the members 
of the Business and Professional Woman's Club have been 
placed for convenience on shelves in the Reference Room 
and circulated. Books referred to by Professor Rogers in 
his courses are placed in the Reference Room after each 
lecture. Help has been given by the assistants for New 
Bedford’s Tercentenary Parade, and for the pageant in 
Fairhaven. 


Inter-library loans have been made to the number of 
252. Most of these have been sent to 22 towns in Massa- 
chusetts, and to the University of Illinois, and the University 
of South Carolina. 


Interesting questions that have come in to the Reference 
Department are suggested by the following list. 


Something on common law pleading. 

Where is the South Pole located? 

Is the caracul an animal which is trapped? 

What city is called the Gibraltar of America? 

Who is the governor of Oregon? 

What is a Stoughton bottle? 

Material on civil service (in all its phases). (The most 
recurrent question. ) 
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Something on the air-cooled cylinder of the gasoline 
automobile engine. 

Pine tree rust or blister. 

When did the Poles and the Bohemians, as a group, 
first come to this country? 

Something on Paul Cuffee. 

Directions for muffling a drum. 

Text of “Act to provide adequate assistance for certain 
aged persons, etc.” , 

Was the Hesperus in Longfellow’s “Wreck of the 
Hesperus” a real vessel? 

With what states does Massachusetts have reciprocity 
in medicine? 

List of New England poetesses. 

Information regarding the fate of the “Somerset Man 
of War.” 

Was the hero in the “Man Without a Country” a real 
person? 

Mt. Olympus in history and literature. 

Who won the Canadian Golf Championship for 1930? 

Name of the warden of an Oklahoma prison. 

Dimensions for the mainsail of a 15 foot boat either 
gaff or Marconi rig. 

“Cracking”? process, or hydrogenation, of petroleum. 

Deaf and cumb alphabet. 

Height of the New Bedford Hotel. 

In what year was the printing of calico first started in 
the United States, and by whom was the first print- 
ing done? 

From Ingraham Hall has been circulated over 113,000 books. 

The service rendered to St. Luke’s Hospital during the 

year has ‘been carried on with increasing activity, over 
10,000 books having been circulated. These books are from 
special deposits made in the hospital. The patients greatly 
appreciate this service, and welcome the semi-weekly visits 
of Miss Cabral like the visit of a bookish Florence 
Nightingale. 
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The circulation of books through the school libraries 
amounts to 162,000. 


The Juvenile Department reports a busy year with in- 
crease in circulation of over 5,000. | 


In January an exhibition of books pertaining to foreign 
countries, together with unusual posters, was given. 


The reference work shows a steady increase, especially 
with Junior High School pupils, the new World Book and 
Compton’s Encyclopaedia being in great demand. 


Great interest is taken in buying books for those in 
their teens. Parents in greater numbers are showing genuine 
interest in children’s literature. 


In September 225 classes were provided with books 
from the School Collection. These collections are forwarded 
from the Juvenile Department. 


In a book contest held in the so-called Book Week 400 
children participated. A display of books of 1930 was made, 
unusual book-marks distributed. Posters designed by chil- 
dren of the various schools were shown. Classes were con- 
ducted over the building and given short reviews of new fall 
books. Books were loaned to teachers in surrounding towns. 
Constant repairs are being made on books which need that 
care. 


At Christmas-time the Children’s Room was made at- 
tractive by the gift of a lighted tree, and a miniature house 
with all the accoutrements associated with Santa Claus and 
his yearly visit. 


The Art Room reports the Matthew Green classified 
collection of 1,308 mounted pictures was arranged; also 64 
other engravings and photographs from other sources. The 
total number of pictures now in charge of this room is 


67,805. 
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Among the exhibitions of the year Dr. Irish’s picture, 
“I Know My Sheep, and Mine Know Me,” and Mr. H. J. 
Eddy’s landscapes were the principal features. 


Among the new books added of special interest were 
Kent’s, “Hooked Rugs.” 
La Follette’s, “Art in America.” 
Singleton’s, “Old World Masters in New World 

Collections.” 

Correvon’s “Rock Gardens and Alpine Plants.” 
Hottes’, “1001 Garden Questions Answered.” 
Sonn’s, “American Wrought Iron.” 
Biography of Dwight W. Tryon. 


A few questions asked in one hour; Elizabethan fur- 
niture, parchment shades, funny songs, footwear between 


1890 and 1900, rock gardens. 


In the Genealogical Room some additions have been 
made to the picture collection. Local pictures cut and 
mounted, others pasted in scrap-books and all indexed. The 
genealogical page of The Boston Transcript for 1929 was 
cut, arranged, and pasted, and that for 1930 begun. Also, 
the New Bedford column in The Boston Sunday Globe 
clipped, pasted, and brought up-to-date. 


Some interesting coats-of-arms from the Boston Sunday 
Post have been alphabetically arranged. 

Visitors during the summer in quest of family histories 
have come from California, Colorado, Missouri, Ohio, and 
other states. 

Also inquiries by mail from the States of Washington, 
California, Wisconsin, Oklahoma, Indiana, Ohio, Illinois, 
Idaho, Pennsylvania, New York, Georgia, Connecticut, and 
Rhode Island. 

Vital records of Dartmouth marriages and deaths have 
been added. 

An important work has beén begun in weeding out the 
books that are out-of-date in science, putting them in a 
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separate place and relieving the card catalogue of obsolete 
books. It is well-known that a book in applied and pure 
science that is over ten years old is practically out-of-date. 
Many of these are worth preserving, and are kept in a 
separate location with a-distinct catalogue so that the public 
in referring to the large catalogue may not be confused by 
the multitude of books, many of which were written and 
published fifty, and even one hundred, years ago and are 
only valuable as historical material. This is an extremely 
important work, and is being carried on as time permits. 

The branches report an active year, and the results in 
circulation and reference work are encouraging. The North 
Branch is very much hampered by the location of the branch, 
and the extreme need of a building which will be more 
nearly in the business center of the North End is urgent. 

The Librarian has, as usual, made many addresses to 
various societies on bookish subjects, and has spoken at two 
library conventions, one at Springfield, and the other at 
Boston. 


The janitor force has lost the services of the head 
janitor. Dennis J. Mahoney, who was forced to resign on 
account of ill health, after a valuable service ot twenty years. 


The work of the staff is to be commended, and the 
Librarian is grateful for the assistance they have rendered 
in carrying out the policies of the library. 

In closing this report, I wish to thank the Board of 
Trustees for the unfailing support they have always given 
to the Librarian in conducting the affairs of the Library. 
He appreciates very highly the free rein which has been 
allowed him in inaugurating and pursuing plans which 
seemed to be for the benefit of the institution which we are 
proud to serve. 


Respectfully submitted, 
e. GEORGE Fy RIPE 


Librarian, 
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APPENDIX A. : 


ADDITIONS BY CLASSES IN YEAR 1930. 
NEWe PIT LES 


General Works, 8 
Ethics and Philosophy, 25 
Religion, 29 
Social Sciences, 92 
Manners and Customs, = 
Folk Lore, 2 
Education, 1 
Language, a 
Science, 42 
Useful Arts, 86 
Medicine, Physiology, and 
Hygiene, 10 
Fine Arts, 40 
Music, 6 


Amusements and Sports, 40 


L:terature, 82 
Description and travel, 97 
Individual Biography,. / 88 


Collective Biography, and 
Genealogy and Heraldry, 24 


History, 68 
Fiction, 378 
New Titles in Foreign 
Languages. 
French, 25 
German, 19 
Greek, 1 
Portuguese, 29 
Books for children, 324 
Books for the Blind, - |. 8 
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APPENDIX B. 


CIRCULATION. 
Main Collection, Adult, 
No. of 
Classification. Books 
Miscellaneous and periodicals, 8,621 
Philosophy, 1,903 
Religion, 1,338 
Sociology, 3,749 
Language, 851 
Science, 2,077 
Useful Arts, 5,114 
Fine Arts, 5,222 
English literature, 5,817 
Foreign literature, 940 
Biography, 5,471 
Genealogy, — 43 
History, 2,883 
Travel and description, 5,529 
English fiction 151,899 
Foreign fiction, 4,554 
Main Collection, Juvenile, 
Classification, 

Fairy Tales, 8,207 
Biography, 1,375 
History, 1,397 
Travel and description, 1,665 
Fiction, 37,478 

Miscellaneous including Bible 
Stories, Literature, Useful Arts, 6,460 
Easy Books, 10,305 


Per cent 
of Whole 
4.18 


Books drawn for home use, Central Library, Main Collection: 
Main Desk,* 78,916; Ingraham Hall, 113,427; Reference Room,* 

(Including 72 books for the 

Blind), Genealogical Room, 289; Teachers’ 


8,715; Art Room,* 4,256; 


Room 408 


Books circulated from Juvenile Room, 
Books circulated from School Collection, 


Books circulated from High School Library, 
Books circulated from Junior High Schools, 


Books circulated directly from Branch 


Reading Rooms, 


Inter-library loans, (Ref. R. 251, Art R. 27, 
Desk 50, Borrowed 3, 


St. Luke’s Hospital, 


Total circulation of books, 


*See also Inter-library loans in this table. 


21,022 
205,347 


331 
10,524 


651,128 
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Pictures loaned: Art Department, 


Art Photographs, . 29 
Prints, 604 
Prints, (color), 19,203 
Architecture, 16 
Sculpture, 3 
Stereographs, (Juv. R.) 23,861 
Miscellaneous, 33,264 
“Pictures” (South Branch) 609 

77,589 


GENERAL STATISTICS FOR 1930. 
Books Added. 


Volumes purchased, Main Collection, 3,564 
Volumes purchased, Juvenile Room, 1,264 
Volumes purchased, School Collection, ; 3,045 
Volumes added by gift and entered, 595 
best 8,468 
Pamphlets Added. 
Pamphlets purchased, 8 
Pamphlets added by gift, 3,760 
3,768 
Other Additions. 

Litholeum block prints (gifts) 7 
Lithographs, colored (gifts) Je 
Miscellaneous prints, (gifts) 1,388 
Photographs, (gifts) 42 
Maps, (gifts) tf 
Steel engravings, (gifts) the 
Mounted clippings, (pictures) 1,328 
Unmounted clippings, 264 
Magazine subscriptions from individuals, 8 
Magazine subscriptions (gifts) publishers, 121 


Volumes worn out and withdrawn 
(77 exposed to contagious diseases.) 


Main Collection, 1,427 

Juvenile Collection, 802 

School Collection, 2,120 

4,349 

Volumes replaced 

Main Collection, 158 

Juvenile Room, 681 

School Collection, 3,045 

3,884 

Net addition to the Library in volumes, 4,118 
Number of volumes in Library, December 31, 1929 185,407 


Number of volumes in Library, December 31, 1930 189,525 
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Volumes bound including periodicals and books rebound: 


Main collection, 2,516 
Juvenile Room, 1,540 
School collection, 1,681 
5,737 
Periodicals in Reading Room (including 121 by gift), 399 
Newspapers in Reading Room (including 7 by gift), 53 
New cards issued, (and 830 re-registrations) Central Library 
Adult, Central Library, 3,854 
(Includes 780 Juvenile Transfers) 
Through Branches, 1,395 5,249 
Cancelled, 78°. ees 
Juvenile, Central Library, 1,007 
Through Branches, L207) e22us 
Cancelled, 13.2 tee ee 
Tihh 
Total 5 year Registration, Central Borrowers, Adult, 
“ Active list”, (including Juvenile Transfers) 18,507 
Central Juvenile, “ Active list”, 10,050 
Notices sent out for over-due books: 
Main Library— Postal cards, 7,563; letters, 741 8,304 
Juvenile Room— Postal cards, 1,824; letters, 200 2,024 
Branches— Postal cards, 4,156; letters, 425 4,581 


Books-Reserved Notices sent, Branches 1,024. 

Books sent for by messenger, Central, 213. 

Books secured by messenger, Central, 126. 

Books secured by messenger, Branches, 61. 
BRANCH READING ROOMS IN DETAIL 


NORTH 
Books circulated—Adult, 40,550 
Juvenile, 31,525, Central, 212, DW esate 
Cards issued through Central: 
Adult (including 112 Juvenile Transfers) 614, Juvenile 564 1,178 
Total registration, “ Active List”, Adult, 4,454, Juvenile, 2,354 


Periodicals in Reading Room, 26 
Newspapers in Reading Room, 17 
SOUTH 

Books circulated—Adult 58,839 
Juvenile, 42,413, Central, 319 101,571 
“Pictures” circulated 609 


Cards issued through Central: 
Adult (including 145 Juvenile Transfers and 152 
Renewals) 692, Juvenile (including 30 Re- 


newals), 553 1,245 
Total registration, “Active list”, Adult, 3,089, Juvenile, 2,847. 
Periodicals in Reading Room, 33 
Newspapers in Reading Room, 16 
WEST 
Books circulated—Adult, 22,061 
Juvenile, 9,959, Central, 432, 32,452 


Cards issued through Central: 

Adult (including 21 Juvenile Transfers) 89, Juvenile 90, 179 
Total registration, “Active list”, Adult 1,195, Juvenile 477 
Periodicals in Reading Room, 23 
Newspapers in Reading Room, 10 
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BRORM OF LIBRARY STATISTICS 
Compiled for the A. L. A. Committee on Library Administration. 


: Annual report for the year ending December 31, 1930. 
Name of Library, New Bedford Free Public Library. 
Name of Librarian, George H. Tripp. 
City, New Bedford, Mass. 
Population served, 112,597. 
Terms of use— 
Free for lending. 
Free for reference. 
Total number of ‘agencies. 
Consisting of—Central Library. 
Branches, Three. 
High School Library. 
2 Junior High Schools. 
31 schools, (208 rooms in schools.) 
8 Out-of-town schools. 
wove ts SA Boys): Camp; 
Girls Scouts Camp. 
Boy Scouts Camp. 
7 Continuation school classes. 
1 Hospital. 
Books lent to 28 other libraries. 
Books borrowed of two libraries. 


Number of days open during the year (Central library), 363. 

Hours open each week for lending (Central library), 72. 

Hours open each week for reading (Central library), 79. 

(Holidays and Sundays, open 7 hours for -.reading, except that 
“Library closed July 4, and Christmas Day). 

Total number of staff, 27. 

Total valuation of library property, $850,000, 


16 p FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
APPENDIX D. 


BOOK TALKS 
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
New Bedford, Mass. 





1930 
LECTURE. HALL, ON MONDAYS 
4.30 P. M. 
Samuel Abbott January 6 
Heroic Seamen and Their Charts. (Illustrated). 
Elijah Baxter January 13 
Intimate Student Days in Antwerp with Frank Millet. 
Rev. Robert S. Moore January 20 
Victorian Literature and the Young Intellectuals. 
Unassigned. January 27 
Susan E. Shennan February 3 
“Dido, Queen of Hearts,’ by G. F. Atherton. 
Cooper Gaw February 10 
“Sherman; Soldier, Realist, American.” by B. H. L. Hart. 
Rev. E. Stanton Hodgin February 17 
“Mansions of Philosophy,” by W. J. Durant. 

Rev. H. B. Williams February 24 
“Meaning of Culture,” by J. C. Powys. 

Hart Cummin March 3 
“Mexico, and Its Heritage,” by E. H. Gruening. 

Oliver Prescott, Jr. March 10 
“The Autobiography of America,” by Mark Van Doren. 

Rev. Leslie C. Greeley March 17 


A Victorian Enigma — Disraeli as set forth by 
André Maurois and others. 


Mrs. Morton J. Rainey March 24 
“Marie Antoinette, the Player Queen” by J. G. Palache. 
Albert E. McGrath March 31 

(Subject to be announced.) 
Charles Mitchell April 7 


Beveridge’s “ Life of John Marshall”. 
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APPENDIX E. 
APPROPRIATION 

Appropriation, 
Salaries, $42,526.73 
Wages, 17,441.07 
Supplies, 538.87 
Janitor’s Supplies, 261.09 
Repairs, 264.57 
Furniture, 105.00 
Lighting Branches, 415.71 
Heating Branches, 310.66 
Postage, 240.90 
Telephones, 228.44 
Express and Carting, 393.58 
Printing, 303.30 
Stationery, 47.46 
Building miscellany, 325.90 
Library miscellany, 433.87 
Periodicals, 212.30 
Binding Books, 340.78 
Binding Periodicals, 60.25 
Care of Grounds, 22.98 
$64,473.46 
Balance, 26.54 

DOG FUND 

Balance, $6.55 
Receipts and Credits, 4,312.76 
Salaries, $1,216.85 
Supplies, 24.06 
Books, 2,156.58 
Periodicals, 286.90 
Binding Books, 471.62 
Binding Periodicals, 18.00 
Printing, 94.25 
Stationery, 39.32 
Building miscellany, 10.40 
$4,317.98 
Balance, f.30 
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$64,500.00 


$64,500.00 


$4,319.31 


$4,319.31 
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KEMPTON FUND 


Balance, $4.96 
Receipts and Credits, 11,200.54 
Books, $7,555.85 
Periodicals, 1,466.21 
Binding Books, 1,485.97 
Binding Periodicals, 92.86 
Printing, 288.03 
Stationery, 113.79 
Supplies, 91.17 
Repairs, 15.00 
Library miscellany 84.48 

$11,193.36 


Balance, 12.14 


SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND FUND 


Balance, $17.77 
Receipts and Credits, 2,172.66 
Books, $1,012.26 
Periodicals, 255.59 
Binding Books, 715.15 
Binding Periodicals, 40.70 
Printing, 103332 
Supplies, bo By a 
Library miscellany, 8.25 

$2,186.49 


Balance, 3.94 


GEORGE O, CROCKER FUND 


Balance, $2.59 
Receipts and Credits, 458.22 
Books, $117.75 
Periodicals, 224.10 
Bindng Books, 80.05 
Library miscellany, 25.00 

$446.90 


Balance, 13.91 


$11,205.50 


$11,205.50 


$2,190.43 


$2,190.43 


$460.81 


$400.81 
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JAMES B. CONGDON FUND 


Balance, $ .10 
Receipts and Credits, Fk i) 
Binding Periodicals, $19.50) 


Balance, 4.35 


CHARLES W. MORGAN FUND 


Balance, $1.60 
Receipts and Credits, 47.50) 
Books, $11.25 
Periodicals, 9.50 
Library miscellany, 23.90 

$44.65 


Balance, 4.45 


CHARGES L:. WOOD FUND 


Balance, $1.16 
Receipts and Credits, 95.00 © 
Overdraft, : 4.68 . 
Books, $100.84 


GEORGE HOWLAND, JR. FUND 


Peatice. $16.72 
Receipts and Credits, 76.00 
Books, $45.52 


Balance, 47 20 


OLIVER CROCKER FUND 


Balance, $5.91 
Receipts and Credits, 47.50 
Books, i $5.62 

Balance, 47.79 
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$23.85 


$23.85 


$49.10 


$49.10 


$100.84 
$100.84 


$92.72 


$92.72 
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TOTAL EXPENDITURES 


Salaries, $43,743.58 
Wages, 17,441.07 
Books, 11,561.01 
Periodicals, 2,454.60 
Binding Books, 3,093.57 
Binding Periodicals, 231.31 
Supplies, - 705.32 
Janitor’s Supplies, 261.09 
Repairs, 279.57 
Furniture, 105.00 
Lighting Branches, 415.71 
Heating Branches, 310.66 
Postage, 240.90 
Telephones, 228.44 
Express and Carting, 393.58 
Printing, 788.90 
Stationery, 200.57 
Library miscellany, 575.50 
Building miscellany, 336.30 
Care of Grounds, 22.98 
$83,389.66 
FINES 

Receipts from fines, $1,131.96 

Receipts from lost books, 80.98 

Receipts from sales, 70.31 
——— $1,283.25 

Paid City Treasurer, $1,283.25 


$1,283.25 


City oF New BeEpForp. 
In Board oF ALDERMEN, 
January 22, 1931. 


Received, ordered printed in the city documents, and 


sent down for concurrence. 


RODOLPHUS A. SWAN, 
City Clerk. 


In CoMMON COUNCIL, 


January 22,1931. 


Concurred. 


RUGEMGIHIL TON: 
Clerk. 


Aitest: 


RODOLPHUS A. SWAN, 
City Clerk. 


se 





